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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This action is responsive to communications: Amendments & Arguments 
submitted on 08/30/06. 

2. Claims 1-37 are pending. Claims 1, 12, 20, and 26 are independent claims. 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 



4. Claims 1-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Muhlestein et al. . US 2003/0018765 A1 (field 01/23/03). 



In reference to claim 1, Muhlestein teaches a system and method for accessing 
management functionality through a command line utility. See page 2, paragraphs 
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[001 1]-[0015] and page 34, first column. Muhlestein discloses an object model 
command schema defining a mapping between one or more commands and an object 
model target schema, the one or more commands generated by the command schema 
and configured to operate against the target schema through the command line utility. 
The command schema is extensible to permit the generation of additional commands to 
be added to the one or more commands. On page 2, paragraph [0012], Muhlestein 
states "a set of commands for the WMI command line utility is configured by an 
underlying object model command schema that defines a mapping between the 
commands and the WMI schema". A pipeline is used to hold several commands in a 
command line simultaneously thus when Muhlestein states on page 2, paragraph 
[0012], "a set of commands for the WMI command line utility is configured by an 
underlying object model command schema that defines a mapping between the 
commands and the WMI schema, one command can be entered into the command 
line", he is describing a pipeline. Compare to "in an operating environment 
supporting a subsequent command within the pipeline being configured to 
communicate with a prior command within the pipeline through a parseable 
object emitted from the prior command, the operating environment configured to 
support the execution of commands within the same process." The command 
schema comprises an alias class defining a command template and a format class as a 
subclass to the alias class, each instance of the format class representing a list of 
properties that will be returned through processing an alias. The alias object is a 
command that is executed in order to capture the features of the target class and to 
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facilitate a task. Alias objects are instances of command-related classes organized into 
a command schema. The command schema defines the commands and the command 
line utility uses the aliases to interpret command information and apply the interpretation 
against the target schema. Properties of the alias object can be arranged in named 
formats that include property values that can be formatted for display. See page 5. The 
formats attribute includes a list of properties that are to be displayed using the given 
format. See page 34 and page 6, paragraphs [0054]-[0059]. For example, a command 
is received through an interface by the WMI command line utility. The utility interprets 
the command based on its definition. The command is executed as a series of API calls 
against a target namespace. The WMI infrastructure at the target station then performs 
the WMI operations against the target object. The WMI data retrieved is transformed at 
operation into XML information that is readable by the command line utility. See page 
9, paragraph [0091]-page 10, paragraph [0095]. Compare to "receiving the parseable 
object emitted from the prior command, the parseable object having at least one 
method; obtaining a data type for the parseable object; obtaining format 
information describing a format for the data type;" Muhlestein further teaches 
permitting the generation of additional commands to be added to one or more 
commands. The user can parameterize commands by specifying locations of command 
definitions and target system objects. A connection class, a subclass to the alias class, 
defines the connection instances, each connection instance representing connection 
parameters used by an alias to establish a connection to target namespace within the 
target schema. The format class represents a list of properties that will be returned 
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through processing an alias. The command schema is extensible to permit the 
generation of additional commands to be added to the set of commands. See page 8 
and page 34. Compare to "emitting a format object for access by another 
subsequent command, the format object being based on the format information". 

In reference to claim 2, Muhlestein teaches the command line utility reads XML 
information. See page 10, paragraph [0095]. 

In reference to claim 3, Muhlestein teaches the command schema comprises an 
alias class defining a command template and a format class as a subclass to the alias 
class, each instance of the format class representing a list of properties that will be 
returned through processing an alias. The alias object is a command that is executed in 
order to capture the features of the target class and to facilitate a task. Alias objects are 
instances of command-related classes organized into a command schema. Properties 
of the alias object can be arranged in named formats that include property values that 
can be formatted for display. See page 5. The formats attribute includes a list of 
properties that are to be displayed using the given format. See page 34 and page 6, 
paragraphs [0054]-[0059]. 

In reference to claim 7, Muhlestein teaches the command schema comprises an 
alias class defining a command template and a format class as a subclass to the alias 
class, each instance of the format class representing a list of properties that will be 
returned through processing an alias. The alias object is a command that is executed in 
order to capture the features of the target class and to facilitate a task. Alias objects are 
instances of command-related classes organized into a command schema. The 
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command schema defines the commands and the command line utility uses the aliases 
to interpret command information and apply the interpretation against the target 
schema. Properties of the alias object can be arranged in named formats that include 
property values that can be formatted for display. See page 5. The formats attribute 
includes a list of properties that are to be displayed using the given format. See page 
34 and page 6, paragraphs [0054]-[0059]. Muhlestein further teaches permitting the 
generation of additional commands to be added to one or more commands. The user 
can parameterize commands by specifying locations of command definitions and target 
system objects.. A connection class, a subclass to the alias class, defines the 
connection instances, each connection instance representing connection parameters 
used by an alias to establish a connection to target namespace within the target 
schema. The format class represents a list of properties that will be returned through 
processing an alias. The command schema is extensible to permit the generation of 
additional commands to be added to the set of commands. See page 8 and page 34. 

In reference to claims 8-10, Muhlestein teaches the formats attribute includes a 
list of properties that are to be displayed using the given format. See page 34 and page 
6, paragraphs [0054]-[0059]. Muhlestein further teaches the Format string provides a 
location of an XSL file that can be used to format the display for the list of properties 
being returned to the user through the alias. The WMI command line utility returns 
information as XML documents which are processed using XSL to render reports for the 
user in multiple formats as determined by the XSL file located through the format string. 
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Any display strategies to be used in displaying properties will be defined by the XSL 
style sheet in formatting displays. See page 6, paragraph [0063]. 

In reference to claim 1 1 , Muhlestein teaches properties of the alias object can be 
arranged in named formats that include property values that can be formatted for 
display. See page 5. The formats attribute includes a list of properties that are to be 
displayed using the given format. See page 34 and page 6, paragraphs [0054]-[0059]. 

Claims 12-19 are rejected under the same rationale used in claims 1-3 and 7-1 1 
respectively above. 

Claims 20-25 are rejected under the same rationale used in claims 1-2, 1 1 , 7-8, 
and 1 0 respectively above. 

In reference to claims 26, Muhlestein teaches a command line utility comprising 
an object model command schema to define a mapping between one or more 
commands an object model target schema, the one or more commands generated by 
the command schema and configured to operate against the target schema through the 
command line. Compare to "a method for providing a data driven command line 
output". The command line utility comprises an alias class defining a command 
template, each alias of the alias class representing a single command and a format 
class as a subclass to the alias class, each instance of the format class representing a 
list of properties that will be returned through processing an alias. The command 
schema defines the commands and the command line utility uses the aliases to 
interpret command information and apply the interpretation against the target schema. 
See page 2, page 6, paragraphs [0054]-[0059], and page 34. For example, a command 
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is received through an interface by the WMI command line utility. The utility interprets 
the command based on its definition. The command is executed as a series of API calls 
against a target namespace. The WMI infrastructure at the target station then performs 
the WMI operations against the target object. The WMI data retrieved is transformed at 
operation into XML information that is readable by the command line utility. See page 
9, paragraph [0091]-page 10, paragraph [0095]. Compare to "receiving command- 
line instruction containing an output command configured to receive at least one 
object, the object having at least one method; and executing the output command 
to manipulate at least one object". Properties of the alias object can be arranged in 
named formats that include property values that can be formatted for display. See page 
5. The formats attribute includes a list of properties that are to be displayed using the 
given format. See page 34 and page 6, paragraphs [0054]-[0059]. Compare to 
"output a result to an output destination ". 

In reference to claims 27-28 Muhlestein teaches an object-based command-line 
environment. See abstract and pages 1-2. 

In reference to claims 32, 36, and 37, Muhlestein teaches the formats attribute 
includes a list of properties that are to be displayed using the given format. See page 
34 and page 6, paragraphs [0054]-[0059]. Muhlestein further teaches the Format string 
provides a location of an XSL file that can be used to format the display for the list of 
properties being returned to the user through the alias. The WMI command line utility 
returns information as XML documents which are processed using XSL to render 
reports for the user in multiple formats as determined by the XSL file located through 



Application/Control Number: 10/693,589 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2176 

the format string. Any display strategies to be used in displaying properties will be 
defined by the XSL style sheet in formatting displays. See page 6, paragraph [0063]. 

In reference to claims 33-35, Muhlestein further teaches permitting the 
generation of additional commands to be added to one or more commands. The user • 
can parameterize commands by specifying locations of command definitions and target 
system objects. A connection class, a subclass to the alias class, defines the 
connection instances, each connection instance representing connection parameters 
used by an alias to establish a connection to target namespace within the target 
schema. The format class represents a list of properties that will be returned through 
processing an alias. The command schema is extensible to permit the generation of 
additional commands to be added to the set of commands. See page 8 and page 34 

In reference to claims 4-6 and 29-31 , Muhlestein teaches the formats attribute 
includes a list of properties that are to be displayed using the given format. See page 
34 and page 6, paragraphs [0054]-[0059]. Muhlestein further teaches the Format string 
provides a location of an XSL file that can be used to format the display for the list of 
properties being returned to the user through the alias. The WMI command line utility 
returns information as XML documents which are processed using XSL to render 
reports for the user in multiple formats as determined by the XSL file located through 
the format string. Any display strategies to be used in displaying properties will be 
defined by the XSL style sheet in formatting displays. See page 6, paragraph [0063]. 
Muhlestein further discloses displaying the formatted data through a graphical user 
interface. See page 36, claims 34-36 and figures 2 (illustrates a console) and figure 3. 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicants arguments filed 08/30/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Regarding claims 1, Examiner notes that although the claim requires that the 
prior art environment support a pipeline of a plurality of object-based commands, the 
claim does not necessarily require the environment to comprise those features. In other 
words, some features can be supported without necessarily being required. 

With respect to claims 1,12, and 20, Applicant argues Muhlestein does not teach 
pipelining commands. Examiner respectfully disagrees. Muhlestein teaches a 
command line in which a set of commands for a WMI command line utility is entered on 
the command line. See page 2, paragraph [0012] where Muhlestein states "a set of 
commands for the WMI command line utility is configured by an underlying object model 
command schema that defines a mapping between the commands and the WMI 
schema". 

Applicant further argues only a single WMIC command can be entered on the 
command line. Examiner respectfully disagrees with Applicant's assertion. On page 2, 
paragraph [0012], Muhlestein states "a set of commands for the WMI command line 
utility is configured by an underlying object model command schema that defines a 
mapping between the commands and the WMI schema". Thus more than one 
command can be entered. 
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Applicant further argues, on page 14 of the Remarks that a command defined by 
an object model command schema' has mistakenly been interpreted as an "object- 
based" command. Examiner maintains her interpretation. Applicant follows this 
argument by stating that the object-based command as claimed communicates with a 
prior object based command which is not disclosed by Muhlestein. Examiner 
respectfully disagrees. As indicated in the previous office action, Applicant states a 
parseable object is defined as input in which properties and values may be discerned. 
Applicant admits the Muhlestein reference teaches "parseable object" on page 14, lines 
5-9 of their response, "even though the Muhlestein reference discusses WMI input and 
the present application discusses that one type of parseable object may be Windows 
Management Instrumentation input . .". Furthermore, on page 2, paragraph [0012], 
Muhlestein states "a set of commands for the WMI command line utility is configured 
by an underlying object model command schema that defines a mapping between the 
commands and the WMI schema". 

Applicant argues Muhlestein does not teach, "each command communicate with 
other commands through a parseable object via a pipeline". A pipeline is used to hold 
several commands in a command line simultaneously thus when Muhlestein states on 
page 2, paragraph [0012], "a set of commands for the WMI command line utility is 
configured by an underlying object model command schema that defines a mapping 
between the commands and the WMI schema, one command can be entered into the 
command line. Compare to "pipeline ". 
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Applicant argues Muhlestein does not teach "emitting a format object for 
access by another subsequent command, the format object being based on the 
format information". Examiner respectfully disagrees. Muhlestein teaches permitting 
the generation of additional commands to be added to one or more commands. The 
user can parameterize commands by specifying locations of command definitions and 
target system objects. A connection class, a subclass to the alias class, defines the 
connection instances, each connection instance representing connection parameters 
used by an alias to establish a connection to target namespace within the target 
schema. The format class represents a list of properties that will be returned through 
processing an alias. The command schema is extensible to permit the generation of 
additional commands to be added to the set of commands. See page 8 and page 34. 

With respect to claim 26, Applicant argues Muhlestein does not teach a 
command receiving an object or how an object is received could have at least one 
method. Examiner respectfully disagrees. Muhlestein teaches a command line utility 
comprising an object model command schema to define a mapping between one or 
more commands an object model target schema, the one or more commands generated 
by the command schema and configured to operate against the target schema through 
the command line. The command line utility comprises an alias class defining a 
command template, each alias of the alias class representing a single command and a 
format class as a subclass to the alias class, each instance of the format class 
representing a list of properties that will be returned through processing an alias. The 
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command schema defines the commands and the command line utility uses the aliases 
to interpret command information and apply the interpretation against the target 
schema. See page 2, page 6, paragraphs [0054]-[0059], and page 34. For example, a 
command is received through an interface by the WMI command line utility. The utility 
interprets the command based on its alias definition. The command is executed as a 
series of API calls against a target namespace. The WMI infrastructure at the target 
station then performs the WMI operations against the target object. The WMI data 
retrieved is transformed at operation into XML information that is readable by the 
command line utility. See page 9, paragraph [0091]-page 10, paragraph [0095]. 
In view of the comments above, the rejections are maintained. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rachna Singh whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4099. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30AM-6:00PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

RS 

11/03/06 

Heather R. Hemdon 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 



